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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 SS-15 CPR-02 NSC-10 RSR-01 RSC-01 SY-10 

USSS-00 /058 W 

051470 

R 111220Z JUL 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2521 

CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 4029 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TS, US 
SUBJECT: BOURGUIBA VISIT 

REF: TUNIS 3901, STATE 131167 

1. ACTING FONMIN MAHMOUD MESTIRI ADVISED ME JULY 10 
THAT PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA WOULD PREFER, IF POSSIBLE, 

TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT NIXON AROUND NOVEMBER 16 (RATHER 
THAN NOVEMBER 1 OR 2), THAT IS, SHORTLY AFTER VISIT 
OF BELGIAN KING BAUDOUIN TO TUNISIA (NOV 6-13 ACCORDING LATEST 
INFO). 

2. MESTIRI PASSED THIS INFORMATION TO ME AT AIRPORT, JUST 
AFTER BOURGUIBA'S RETURN FROM GENEVA, AND WE DID NOT HAVE 
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WHY PRESIDENT WOULD PREFER THIS 
DATE RATHER THAN NOVEMBER 1 OR 2. ASSUME, HOWEVER, 

BOURGUIBA'S DOCTORS HAVE INDICATED THAT MID-NOVEMBER VISIT, 
DESPITE PROBABLE COOLER WEATHER, WOULD PERMIT HIM TO HAVE 
COMPLETE REST AFTER RETURN FROM WASHINGTON RATHER THAN FACE 
IMMEDIATELY LONG BAUDOUIN VISIT. IN PARTICULAR, ACCORDING 

TO CHATTI, DOCTORS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT ENERVATING 
EFFECTS OF SIX HOUR TIME CHANGE ON BOURGUIBA'S STRICT 
REGIME. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER FRIDAY, 

NOVEMBER 16, OR DATE CLOSE TO THAT, WOULD BE POSSIBLE. 

TUNISIANS GREATLY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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APPRECIATE WASHINGTON EFFORTS TO SCHEDULE 
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PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA VISIT. IN ALL MY DISCUSSIONS. E.G., 

DIRECTOR CHATTI, FONMIN MASMOUDI, ETC., THESE OFFICIALS HAVE 
STRESSED PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S HIGH 

REGARD FOR PRESIDENT NIXON AND HIS DESIRE FOR A PRIVATE 
MEETING WITH. 

RET .PH 



CONFIDENTIAL 
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